
Pack it in, Pack it out! 
 

Trail Sanitation 
 

• Carry a portable toilet, such as a Pett system. 
• Use ‘Wag Bags” with your toilet to make 

storage and disposal of the waste easy and 
sanitary. 

 
Trash 

 
• Carry some kind of trash bags, either heavy 

duty plastic bags and Burlap sacks, or 
something similar. 

• Recycle! Don’t burn or throw recyclables 
away. 

• Pick up any trash you see, regardless if it was 
yours. 

 

Rubicon Trail Patrol 
 
 
 

Help us keep the 
Rubicon Trail 
the crown jewel of  

Four Wheeling 

How Do I help the Rubicon Trail? 
 
Join the Rubicon Trail Patrol 
Interested in becoming a member of the Trail Patrol? 
Go online and fill out the form at: 

www.rubicontrailpatrol.org 
You will be contacted for more information. 
If you have additional information, you can email: 

info@rubicontrailpatrol.org 
 
Donate to the Rubicon Trail Foundation. 
To donate money or items specifically for the Rubicon 
Trail, visit The Rubicon Trail Foundation Web Site: 

www.rubicontrail.org 
 

Volunteer time with Friends of The Rubicon 
To volunteer time on specific trail work weekends, visit 
the Friends of The Rubicon Web Site: 

www.friendsoftherubicon.com  
 

Thank you! 
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What is the Rubicon Trail Patrol?  
 

The Rubicon Trail Patrol is a volunteer organization 
with a primary goal of educating trail users in 
practicing Tread Lightly with the ultimate goal of 
keeping our trails open.. 
 
Rubicon Trail Patrol Mission Statement 
 
Rubicon Trail Patrol is an organized group of 
concerned trail users sanctioned by the Rubicon Trail 
Foundation (RTF) and Friends Of The Rubicon 
(FOTR) and recognized by the United States Forest 
Service (USFS) and El Dorado County Sheriff 
(EDSO).  While Trail Patrol works with local 
enforcement groups, Trail Patrol is an educational, not 
an enforcement organization.  Trail Patrol members 
are regular trail users who volunteer their time in 
order maintain OHV access for all users of the 
Rubicon Trail. 
 
Trail Patrol CORE Goals 
 
Communicate: Trail Patrol Directors will work with 
the Sheriff, USFS, FOTR and the RTF to prioritize 
the goals of the Rubicon Trail and Trail Patrol 
Representatives will communicate this information to 
the trail users on the Rubicon trail. 
 
Organize: Through our organizational structure, we 
will strive to maintain exposure on the trail with 
visible Trail Patrol Representatives and Captains on 
the Rubicon Trail. 
 
Report: Trail Patrol Representatives and Trail Patrol 
Captains will report back to the Trail Patrol Directors 
any important issues observed while on patrol.  Trail 
Directors will report back to the appropriate agency 
any important issues. 
 
Educate: Trail Patrol members will maintain a 
presence on the trail talking directly to the trail users 
about issues facing the trail, passing out any 
additional information or simply reminding everyone 
to have fun, Tread Lightly, and Pack it in, Pack it out. 
 

The Rubicon Trail is threatened with closure! We 
must do our part to ensure that no one has a reason to 
close our trail. But it is constantly under the 
microscope of governmental control agencies and 
environmental groups. It is also one of our crown 
jewels of recreation. We must use it right; or lose it. 
Here are some suggested guidelines for using the 
trail. 
 
1. Stay on the trail. Stay on the Trail, it is only 50 

feet wide – 25 feet on either side of center. 
Never get off the trail. Do not camp some place 
where you have to make a new trail to get there. 

2. Leave no trace. Air down; drive slow; and don't 
spin your tires where you don't need to. Stay on 
the rocks. 

3. Follow the established route. Do not create a 
new route or bypass. 

4. Be courteous of other drivers. Don't hold up 
the line and upset those behind you when you 
don't need to or have an alternative (such as 
getting out of the way). 

5. Pack out your trash and waste. Pack it in, pack 
it out. Leave no trace, pick up any trash that you 
see even if it's not yours. 

6. Talk to other riders/drivers about their bad 
habits if you see some. 

7. Never drive into or through wet areas or 
meadows. Stay on the trail that avoids these 
sensitive spots.  Don't drive over vegetation. If 
you have to take a mud puddle, take the most 
used line and go slow. 

8. If your vehicle breaks down, try to limp it out 
of the way as soon as you can so as to not hold 
up those behind you. Every one is on a schedule 
these days. And no one likes to be held up. We 
all want to get as much fun in as we can in a 
short period of time. Be thoughtful. 

9. Obey the law. 
10. Don't drive over vegetation or make mud holes 

worse. 
11. Help a wheeler in need. 

12. Camp at least 30 feet from water sources 
(lakes, creeks, ponds). 

13. Carry an Oil Spill Kit  
14. Don't shoot in camps or along the trail. There 

are too many folks up there, and you never 
know where the granite will send your glancing 
bullet. 

15. Drink responsibly. 
16. Have fun; be safe; but be smart about our 

future. 
 
 
In Summary: 
 
• STAY WITHIN 25' OF THE MIDDLE OF 

THE TRAIL 
• DO NOT DRIVE OVER VEGETATION 
• STAY ON THE ESTABLISHED TRAIL 
• DO NOT CREATE NEW BYPASSES 
• BUCKLE YOUR SEATBELT ALWAYS 
• BE COURTEOUS TO OTHERS 
• GO LOW AND SLOW 
• CAMP AWAY FROM WATER 
• CARRY A PORTABLE TOILET 
• PACK OUT YOUR TRASH AND WASTE 
• DONT DRINK AND DRIVE 

 rubicontrailpatrol.org 

August 06 Rev 5 


